Harriet Island Regional Park
Named after pioneer schoolteacher Harriet Bishop, Harriet Island was given to the citizens of St. Paul on May 26th, 1900 by Dr. Justus Ohage.  Ohage wanted to present St. Paul with a recreational area that would benefit the community. In the years since, the Island has grown and changed, hosting many attractions including an outdoor gymnasium, a center pavilion for refreshments and bands, swimming lessons, slides, water games, St. Paul’s first zoo, and has been home to several of the Saint Paul Winter Carnival’s famous Ice Palaces.
Over its 100 years as a public park, Harriet Island has maintained itself as a special part of Saint Paul, and will soon add another title as it becomes “Winter Carnival Park” for many of the events and activities for this year’s “Coolest Celebration on Earth!”  As an experienced host, Harriet Island remains a popular place to gather for picnics, afternoons on the playground, strolling down the Riverwalk, concerts, festivals, fairs and many other events.  Amenities on the island today include the Covington Inn Bed & Breakfast, River Boat Grill, Minnesota Centennial Showboat, Padelford Packet Boat Company, Schubert Club Bandshell, St. Paul Yacht Club, and Saint Paul Parks and Recreation’s Target Stage and Clarence W. Wigington Pavilion. 
Clarence “Cap” Wigington, (1883-1967) was the first African-American registered architect to practice for any extensive time span in Minnesota. Having practiced in the City Architect's office of St. Paul (MN) for nearly three decades (1920’s – 1940’s) he may have additionally been the first African American municipal architect. Some of the city structures he is credited for include the Highland Park Water Tower (1928), the St. Paul Municipal Airport’s Holman Field Administration Building (1939), and, of course, the Harriet Island Pavilion (1941; now called the Clarence W. Wigington Pavilion). The Pemberton-Wigington Family Papers, a collection of plans for these structures and over 100 others, also include several drawings of designs for Winter Carnival Ice Palaces of the past.
2007 Saint Paul Winter Carnival Park Hours

Fridays and Saturdays: 10 AM to 10 PM
Sunday - January 28th:  10 AM to 9 PM

Monday – Thursday: 3 PM to 9 PM

Sunday -  February 4th, 10 AM to 5 PM

For more information on Harriet Island Regional Park visit:

http://www.stpaul.gov/depts/parks/specialservices/Harriet_Island/

