2007 Queen of the Snows:

Meet the Candidates!

Tara Aiken

· Hometown: Minnetonka

· Sponsor:  Hopkins Raspberry Festival

· Education:  Bachelor of Arts Degrees in Business Management and Sociology from Hamline University

· Employment:  Relocation Associate – SIRVA Relocation; Head Junior Varsity Lacrosse Coach – Edina Senior High School 

· Volunteer/Community Activities:  Hopkins Raspberry Festival - Board of Directors, Twins Game Coordinator, Fashion Show Coordinator, Royalty Committee, Minnesota Association of Past Community Ambassadors, Saint Paul Winter Carnival

· Accomplishments, Achievements, Goals, Interests:

-Graduating with two majors as a two-sport athlete

-Dedication to community

-Enjoys sports, music, friends, and family

-Desire to excel in life by recognition of managers and peers through social interaction and excellence in service

Ellen Edwards

· Hometown: Saint Paul

· Sponsor: Windy Hill Auto Parts

· Education:  Bachelor of Arts Degrees in Spanish and Visual Arts (Jewelry/Metals emphasis) from Bemidji State University

· Employment:  Pharmacy Technician – Target Pharmacy

· Volunteer/Community Activities:  Plans to volunteer abroad in Mexico or Guatemala

· Accomplishments, Achievements, Goals, Interests:

-Enjoys spending time with family, reading, laughter and making others laugh, animals

-Desire to eventually pursue Master’s Degree

-Would like to someday train for and complete a marathon

-Takes pleasure in living a colorful life through travel, meeting new people, and being involved

Melissa Gaulke

· Hometown:  Elk River
· Sponsors: Neill O’Neill Ltd. / Fury Motors
· Education:  Bachelor of Arts Degrees in Sociology and Psychology from Augsburg College
· Employment:  Juvenile Correctional Officer – Hennepin County Juvenile Detention Center
· Volunteer/Community Activities:  Sharing and Caring Hands, Feed My Starving Children, Open Arms of Minnesota
· Accomplishments, Achievements, Goals, Interests:
-Putting herself through school to become first family member to graduate from college

-Interested in the socialization of individuals through interactions, hopes to pursue a Master’s Degree

-Proud of being inducted into the Sociology Honor Society and purchasing a home before graduation

-Enjoys working in the yard, bike riding, crocheting, and spending time with family

Cassie Genz
· Hometown:  Mendota Heights

· Sponsor:  Re/Max Realty 100, LLC

· Education:  Bachelor or Arts Degree in Marketing and Intercultural Communication (emphasis on tourism) from Winona State University

· Employment:  Marketing Director – Midwest Guaranty Title Company 

· Volunteer/Community Activities:  Junior League of Saint Paul, West Saint Paul Youth Athletics Association, Women’s Advocate, Dakota County Library, American Marketing Association, Capitol River Council, Sharing and Caring Hands, Children’s Home Society and Family Services, African American Heritage Corridor Council

· Accomplishments, Achievements, Goals, Interests:

-Being selected as Commencement Speaker at WSU Spring 2005 Commencement Ceremony

-Embraces opportunities by being a productive member of society and making a positive impact on the people and community around her

-Conducting market research and analysis through a Costa Rice Internship Program in May of 2004

-Enjoys volunteering, traveling, reading, playing and coaching hockey, spending time with family and friends, and taking part in Winter Carnival activities

Sara Havran

· Hometown:  Shakopee

· Sponsor: Viking Electric Supplies

· Education:  Currently pursuing a major in teaching (specialty in social studies) and minor in dance & coaching at Winona State University

· Employment:  Assistant at Playworks

· Volunteer/Community Activities:  Special Olympics, Winona YMCA, assisting children through Shakopee Lions Fishing Program

· Accomplishments, Achievements, Goals, Interests:

-Receiving the John Phillip Sousa Award

-Involvements with band, cheerleading, weightlifting, Student Government Board

-Miss Shakopee 2005-2006

-Enjoys sports, politics, being with family, fashion, Special Olympics, and being a member of the Tri Sigma Sorority

Carlene Johnson

· Hometown:  South Saint Paul

· Sponsor:  Woodbury Family Dentist

· Education:  Pursuing double major in Public Relations and Speech Communication at Minnesota State University, Mankato

· Employment: Seasonally employed by City of South Saint Paul as Lifeguard, Water Safety Instructor, and Pool Manager, American Red Cross – certified Youth Instructor

· Volunteer/Community Activities:  Minnesota Association of Past Community Ambassadors, Mankato nursing home volunteer, Circle K (Kiwanis) Organization, Walk for Diabetes, Run for Education, and March of Dimes participant

· Accomplishments, Achievements, Goals, Interests:

-To complete her double major and pursue a Master’s Degree in Speech Communication

-Miss South Saint Paul 2004-2005

-Being named to the MNSU Dean’s List and National Honor Society 

-Enjoys skiing, volleyball, basketball, swimming, kickboxing, boating, travel, cooking, improving her golf game, being with family and friends, and playing with children

Kathleen O’Day

· Hometown:  Maplewood

· Sponsors:  Hirshfield’s / Benjamin Moore Paint

· Education:  Degree in Graphic Design

· Employment:  Data Entry – Hirshfield’s

· Volunteer/Community Activities:  2004 and 2005 Saint Paul Winter Carnival Volunteer

· Accomplishments, Achievements, Goals, Interests:

-Roseville Princess 2001-2002

-Interest in pursuing career working with kids at a daycare or pre-school

-Enjoys spending time with family and friends, boat rides on the river, reading romance books, and being around kids

Emily Seefeld

· Hometown: Mendota Heights

· Sponsor:  Tapemark Company

· Education:  Pursuing degrees in Athletic Training and Psychology at Bethel University

· Employment:  Student Athletic Trainer – Bethel University

· Volunteer/Community Activities:  St. Michael’s Church – Arts & Environment Committee, West St. Paul Days Committee

· Accomplishments, Achievements, Goals, Interests:

-Hopes to some day work as a sports massage therapist

-West Saint Paul Princess 2005-2006

-Being a member of the MN State Select Olympic Development Soccer Program

-Enjoys sewing and crafts

Amy Stutzriem

· Hometown:  New Brighton

· Sponsor:  Payne Arcade Harvest Festival

· Education:  Bachelor of Science Degrees in Education and Spanish from University of Wisconsin La Crosse, Universidad de Xalapa, Veracruz Mexico – Spanish, Literature and Culture

· Employment:  3rd and 4th grade teacher, 5th - 8th grade Spanish teacher  – LoveWorks Academy

· Volunteer/Community Activities:  Payne Arcade Royalty Ambassador, Logan Middle Alternative School Crossroads Program – Mentor; Boys and Girls Club – Academic Tutor

· Accomplishments, Achievements, Goals, Interests:

-Named to the Dean’s List all four years and graduating with Honors from UWLC

-To obtain Master’s Degree in Urban Education and Administration from Hamline University

-Would like to create an Inner-City Summer Camp Program and work within the Foster Care system

-Enjoys playing and listening to Classical Piano, tennis, kickboxing, running, exploring cultures and lifestyles, and writing a novel about the educational system of the 21st Century

Stephanie Turner

· Hometown:  Saint Paul

· Sponsor: Avalon Fortress Security

· Education:  Currently pursuing degree as a registered nurse at Inver Hills Community College

· Employment:  Registered Nursing Assistant – Inver Grove Good Samaritan Center

· Volunteer/Community Activities:  Como Zoo – Zoo Boo Volunteer, West Saint Paul Float Crew, Inver Grove Good Samaritan Center – Employee Activities and Fundraising Committees

· Accomplishments, Achievements, Goals, Interests:

-Recently received 10 gallon pin from Red Cross as a regular blood donor

-West Saint Paul Princess 2005-2006

-Takes pride in completing the Breast Cancer 3-Day in memory of her grandmother 

-Enjoys being with family, friends, and her dog Bauer, travel, scrapbooking, ice skating, sledding, volleyball, swimming, college football, and Minnesota Wild Hockey

Chelsea Will

· Hometown:  New Brighton

· Sponsor:  New Brighton Health and Rehabilitation

· Education:  Currently pursuing degree in Dental Hygiene at Normandale Community College

· Employment:  Receptionist – New Brighton Health and Rehabilitation

· Volunteer/Community Activities:  Meals on Wheels volunteer, mentor for children of divorced parents, member of Cancer Benefit Committee, volunteer for New Brighton Stockyard Days Festival and Payne Arcade Harvest Festival 

· Accomplishments, Achievements, Goals, Interests:

-To obtain Associate Degree in Dental Hygiene by 2008

-Pursue a career specializing in Geriatric Dental Care

-Being voted most improved student in Human Biology and named Community Representative for New Brighton Stockyard Days

-Enjoys sports related activities, photography, scrapbooking, organizing and partaking in fundraising & volunteer activities, and experiencing diverse cultures through travel
