[image: image1.jpg]Zay




Appearing at the Purina SledDog Rally – Saturday February 3rd, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm on Harriet Island
As one of North America’s oldest winter sports, sled dog racing dates back to the Eskimos and Northern Indians.  As a key means of transportation throughout the bitter winter months, teams depend on their dogs not only for assistance in hunting, but for true companionship. 

The Jamaica Dogsled Team began in June 2005 when Danny Melville, founder and CEO of Chukka Caribbean Adventures – and creative Jamaican -- spotted an odd-looking dog sled designed for dry-land racing, and thought what a great idea for “Brand Jamaica.” with dry land dog sled racing on the rise because of the absence of reliable snow, it was not too crazy a proposal. 

Melville headed up a plan to send animal lover and Chukka Caribbean Adventures Operations Manager, Devon Anderson, off to Scotland to gain knowledge about dryland racing, along with information regarding training and care of the dogs.  With convincing from his trainer, expert ‘Musher’ Alan Stewart, Anderson then gathered a team and in January 2006 represented Jamaica at Europe’s largest sled-dog event, the UK Sled Dog Championships.  After gaining local and national media attention from their presence in Scotland and races in Minnesota, the Jamaica Dogsled Team was established.  


Devon Anderson is now the captain of the team, which is based in Ocho Rios, Jamaica.  They continue to gain international publicity representing Jamaica in a sport usually only attracting winter-enthusiasts; very similar to the enormous amount of exposure gained by the Jamaican Bobsled Team following its first appearance at the 1988 Winter Olympics in Calgary. 

Today the Jamaica Dogsled Team is owned by Chukka Caribbean Adventures and since December 2005 has been sponsored by international recording star Jimmy Buffett and the Margaritaville chain.  Currently the team has 17 dogs in training, most of which are from the Jamaica Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (JSPCA), and continues to race and appear at events in the U.S. and around the world. Anderson, along with the Jamaican sled dogs, is also featured in Chris Blackwell’s Palm Pictures upcoming documentary feature “Sun Dogs.”


On December 15th 2006, the Jamaica Dogsled Experience was launched.  The interactive tour gives participants a history of racing and of the team, information about the Jamaica Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (JSPCA) and sponsors Jimmy Buffett and Margaritaville. Participants are also able to meet the dogs, learn their stories and places on the team, and even get the opportunity to mush the dogs as they pull a specially designed buggy around a two-mile trail on the island’s famous Chukka Cove Farm.

For More Information on the Jamaica Dogsled Team contact 

Mary Brennan (212-764-0340, mbrennan@atreborgroup.com) or visit www.jamaicadogsled.com

