2007 Royal Family
Maureen Damman, 2007 Prime Minister

Sponsor:  Grand Health Chiropractic

In 1996, 37 year old Maureen Damman became the first married Queen of the Snows, and has been a strong volunteer in many areas for the Carnival in the 11 years since.  Maureen and her husband recently were excitedly reunited with their daughter and biological sister, given up for adoption 29 years ago.  Along with keeping busy being the 2007 Prime Minister, Maureen has been employed with Grand Health Chiropractic (formerly Arnal Chiropractic) for the past 29 years.

Bryant Hardy “BAMA”, Prince of the East Wind

Sponsor:   InHouse Mortgage

In 2004 Bryant served in the Saint Paul Winter Carnival as a Kings Guard.  He has continued his association with Winter Carnival by maintaining a membership with the Order of the Royal Guard Organization.  Bryant is also a member of the Saint Paul Jaycees Chapter where he has co-chaired fundraising events.  Bryant resides in the Saint Paul Area and continues to volunteer in the community which, in turn, led to him accepting the role of the East Wind for 2007 year.

Greg Holewa, Prince of the West Wind
Sponsor:   Northview Dental

Greg first became interested in the Winter Carnival through his 7 year old daughter, Taylor.  Through her role as Junior Ambassador of New Brighton Stockyard Days, Greg was able to watch what the Winter Carnival Family was all about and saw the compassion that they showed to others and the genuine community spirit they have throughout the year.  Besides becoming involved with the Winter Carnival and its’ spirit, Greg is a Sales Supervisor at Quality Wine and Spirits.

Doug Kuchera, Prince of the South Wind

Sponsor:  Kuchera Agency Insurance, Inc of State Farm

Although Doug Kouchera’s involvement is just beginning, he has enjoyed hearing stories from others about their memories of the St. Paul tradition.  Doug looks forward to getting the opportunity to spread happiness and excitement to thousands of people in the St. Paul area through this year’s Carnival.  He is grateful for this once in a lifetime chance to serve the community in such a festive and imaginative setting.

Tracy Leach, 2007 Captain of the King Guards 

Sponsor: Guardian Pest Control

Tracy has been working as a Receptionist/Scheduler for St. Paul Heart Clinic for 11 years. She will be getting married in June of 2008 to Ed Cortinas, who was a Guard for the Winter Carnival in 2004.  Tracy has enjoyed the Carnival since birth alongside her Great Uncle, Vulcanus Rex 1973.  In 2002, her father (Sooty 02) was a Vulcan; and she was a Kings Guard in 2003 along with her Uncle (Sparky 03).  In 2004, Tracy volunteered at the Ice Palace and helped her sister, a tax collector, sell buttons.  She has also been on the Board of the Order of the Royal Guard since 2003 but had to step down when she took the position as Captain of the Guard for 2007.  

Carolyn Carroll-Blakey, Royal Coordinator
Carolyn’s’ introduction to Winter Carnival is fairly recent and began when she served on the 2004 Queen's selection committee.  This gave her an opportunity to meet many people associated with various organizations within Winter Carnival and hear their experiences.  She has enjoyed the varied activities from pre-carnival functions through coronation and parade season; the travel and representation of Winter Carnival as a Lady of the Family; and now wants to continue being a volunteer and ambassador to the City of St. Paul and the Winter Carnival.  Her and her husband Art (2006 Prince of the West Wind) have three children and many grandchildren.  Zachery, Derek, Devin, and Aaliyah live here in St. Paul and have traveled to most of the parades and appearances made by the Royal Family.  Carolyn works a Compensation Consultant at Fairview Healthsystems.
Dave Griep, Royal Guard

A 1985 graduate of Cretin High School, Dave Griep has been working at Qwest Communications as a Sr. Design Engineer for the past 10 years. Participating in the Winter Carnival is something he has wanted to do since childhood. With belief that the Saint Paul Winter Carnival is a strong St. Paul community event that needs to be carried on, he is very happy to be a part of the tradition. Greg served in the Minnesota National Guard and a firefighter with Lake Johanna Volunteer Fire Dept. for 5 years and is also a Life Member of the American Legion.

Rex King, Royal Guard of the North Wind
Sponsor:  Splat Tag, Inc

Born and raised in Minnesota, Rex loves the local surroundings and enjoys spending time with his girlfriend Rebecca and family.  Rex has been in business for his-self for three years and helps people accomplish their goals whether it be in real estate, personal growth, or financial growth.  

Andy Paul, Kings Guard
A recent graduate of the University of Minnesota majoring in English and Communications, Andy Paul is also part of the Evans Scholars Alumni.  Winter Carnival has always been an interest of his because of many childhood experiences and memories
going to the Ice Palace and the Torch Light Parade.  He takes being part of the St. Paul tradition as an honor and a privilege.  

Stacy Powers, Royal Guard

Sponsor:  CINC IT Website Design and IT Services

Stacy Powers first became involved with the Saint Paul Winter Carnival at the beginning of 2006 when friends already associated with the Carnival began brining her out to some of the activities and events.  Stacy enjoyed her time at Carnival so much that she made the decision to join the Royal Family as a King’s Guard for 2007 to help promote St. Paul and its Winter Carnival.

Mike Shaeffer, Royal Guard Sergeant

Sponsor:  Schaeffer Financial Services, Inc and Twin City Hide

After being recognized of his help toward many organizations in the south west metro, Mike Shaeffer was asked to become involved with the 2007 Saint Paul Winter Carnival.  Mike currently owns a financial planning company called Schaeffer Financial Services, Inc.  He is also Vice President of the Inver Grove Heights Days organization, a member of the Lion’s Club, and assists in fundraisers to help those with visual and hearing impairments.  Additionally, Mike is a member of the Kiwanis organizations and assists in the fundraising and mentoring of area youths.

 

